MINUTES OF YSBYTY YSTWYTH COMMUNITY COUNCIL’S ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 22nd MAY 2017 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7:30 PM.
Present were Councillors Eifion Smith, Peter White, Gwyneth Davies, Sheena Duller, Lorraine Sanders and Christian Pateman.

Apologies were received from Councillors Ifan Jones Evans and Gary Davies.

Election of Officers: Councillor Eifion Smith is to remain as chairman of the community council for another year. Councillor Peter White will carry on as Vice-Chairman.

Matters Arising from 2016 A.G.M.

Noticeboard. A new noticeboard has been purchased and is waiting to be erected in Ysbyty Ystwyth. The location of the new noticeboard is to be next to the bus stop on the site of the old telephone kiosk. The clerk has sent a letter to Tai Ceredigion asking for permission to erect the noticeboard on this piece of land. He is waiting for a reply.
Clerk’s PAYE and contract. The community council have drawn up a contract of employment for the clerk. Both parties are happy with the contract and have signed the document. The clerk and councillor Chris Pateman will now sort out the PAYE with HMRC.

The clerk presented the councillors with the audit report from the Internal Auditor, Mrs Emma Coates and her findings. Councillors agreed that this was a true record of transactions during the financial year and the chairman signed the audit report.

8:00pm the meeting was opened to the public.

4 members of the public attended the meeting. Mrs Helen Thomas, Mr Ian O’Hara, Mr Iwan Davies and Mr Rhys Hale.

The chairman opened the meeting for any questions.

Mrs Helen Thomas asked the councillors why she wasn’t co-opted to the community council to fill the seat vacated by Mr Nick McNally. 
The vacant seat was advertised on noticeboards within the community for 3 weeks, firstly through Ceredigion County Council asking for interested parties to put their names forward. No one did so, secondly another poster from Ceredigion asking interested parties to get in touch with the clerk declaring an interest in the vacant seat was displayed for another three weeks, again no one did so. 

The next step was for councillors to approach members of the community who are on the electoral list asking them if they would be interested in becoming a councillor. Cllr Eifion Smith asked Mrs Thomas if she would be interested, Ms Lorraine Sanders was asked by Cllr Christian Pateman. As both showed an interest in the position the community council decided to ask both to present a C.V. and personal statement to the council. Ms Sanders responded instantly with her C.V. while Cllr Smith had to ask Mrs Thomas to present her C.V. on more than one occasion.
On receipt of both C.V.’s councillors discussed the content and decided to co-opt Ms Sanders to fill the vacant seat.                                                                                                       There were opportunities when the posters from Ceredigion advertising the vacant seat were displayed for Mrs Thomas to declare an interest in the position.

Community Council Elections. Nine people from the community had put their names forward for the eight seats on Ysbyty Ystwyth community council, the eight current councillors and Mrs Helen Thomas.                                                                                                 Existing councillors decided to prepare a joint information leaflet to distribute to the electorate in the community.

Mrs Helen Thomas told the council that during the community council elections that while Cllr Ifan Jones Evans was out canvasing and handing out the information leaflets he had informed a member of the public that Mrs Thomas was being funded by Plaid Cymru and that they should vote for the eight current councillors. As Cllr Evans was not present at the meeting it was unfair for anyone else to reply on his behalf. It was agreed that Cllr Evans would be asked at the next meeting if there was any truth in this.
Mr Rhys Hale felt that the leaflet from the eight existing councillors was saying that this was us and we are one. The chairman told Mr Hale that this was not meant to be the case and no one else mentioned this. 
Community Council Meeting 19/6/2017; Cllr Ifan Jones Evans was present at the meeting, the chairman informed him of the allegation against him from the A.G.M. with regard to giving wrong information to electors while doing a leaflet drop. Cllr Evans denies this but did say that one or two members of the public were confused with his leaflet as it was a joint leaflet. He felt that he had clearly explained the reason for this and at no point told anyone to vote for the eight existing councillors. The chairman declared that this matter is now closed.

Mr Rhys Hale raised concerns about speeding vehicles going through the village. The chairman said that there is a 30mph speed limit through Ysbyty Ystwyth and Pontrhydygroes and that there is a police presence in the community at times. It is not possible for the police to be present at all times to monitor speed limits.

Mr Hale also commented on the BMX bike track at Grogwynion and that the location is a SSSI site and bikes are not supposed to be there. This is a matter for the landowner and the County Council to address.

There was no other business, the chairman thanked everyone for attending.

